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Introduction 

On the 3rd of November 2005, Burnie-based 

agricultural scientist, Bruce French, was guest 

speaker at the Rotary Club of Devonport North 

(RCDN) on the topic, “Feeding a Hungry World”.  From 

that a committee was convened to explore ways the 

“Food Plants Project” could be further supported by 

the club. 

A steering committee was established in the next 

Rotary year.  With support from other club members, 

particularly Alan Pattison and Maurice Hill, our then 

District Governor, Lou Johnson, was lobbied to 

include Bruce as a speaker on the agenda at the 

District Conference. In March 2007, Bruce was a 

keynote speaker of that conference and at the 

conclusion of his presentation he received a standing 

ovation.  

With the interest generated, further meetings were 

held throughout the following year. The outcome 

being the formation of a joint venture involving 

District 9830, RCDN and Food Plants International 

(FPI) called “Help the Hungry”.  

2007 - 2008 

The first meeting of a management committee was 

held at the Deloraine Community Centre on 7 July, 

2007 and met a total of nine times throughout that 

year.  During the year, a decision was made to 

develop a pilot program in Solomon Islands to gain 

experience in delivery of the concept and develop a 

possible model for implementation in other 

countries.  

An invitation was received from International Health 

and Hunger Resource Group Coordinator, Dr Eileen 

Gentilcore, to participate in a breakout session at the 

Rotary International (RI) Convention in Los Angeles 

and have an information booth at the convention.  

2008 – 2009  

Early in the year, prompted by feedback on the name, 

the “Help the Hungry” project was renamed 

“LearnGrow”. 

 

The project funded a visit to Solomon Islands by Bruce 

French to explore the need and potential interest in 

undertaking a program for that country. An 

application to The Rotary Foundation for a Volunteer 

Service Grant was successful with a mission occurring 

in March.  The mission confirmed that the need was 

high and the project attracted a high level of support. 

Mark Johnson from RC Honiara was appointed 

Program Manager for the program in Solomon 

Islands. 

 

Our District (9830), partnering with District 3860 in 

the Philippines and Australian Districts 9460 and 

9690, was successful in gaining a matching grant for a 

project on the Island of Cebu in the Philippines, led by 
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RC Cebu West.  This initiative, involving gardens for 

the poor, was undertaken in the hope that the project 

would incorporate an element of the LearnGrow 

concept. 

During the year, the project was presented at 28 

Rotary Clubs across three States, Solomon Islands and 

Virginia, USA.   Fundraising included the development 

of a DVD entitled “Food Plants in Australia”, as an 

addition to the “Edible Plants in Tasmania” disk.   

At the end of the year there were some 25 people 

actively involved in the project, around half of whom 

were non-Rotarians providing voluntary support. 

2009 - 2010 

During the year, a LearnGrow program for Timor-

Leste was instigated by District 9550. A field guide for 

the program was developed by Bruce French and 

launched at the District 9550 conference. With 

Districts 9830 and 9600 working on Solomon Islands 

and District 7610 exploring programs for Haiti and 

Sierra Leone, there were four Rotary Districts actively 

working on LearnGrow programs for developing 

countries. 

A new initiative called Food for Thought was 

developed to raise awareness among Rotarians and 

raise funds. This event was designed for a normal club 

meeting at which a simple ‘developing world’ meal 

could be served with a glass of ‘dirty’ water and 

included a 14 minute audio/visual presentation to tell 

the story of the project and how Rotarians could be 

involved.  

A highlight for the year was the opportunity to 

conduct a breakout session at the Rotary 

International Convention in Montreal, attended by 

some 300 people and involving presentations from 

Past RI Presidents Wilf Wilkinson and Frank Devlin.   

2010 - 2011 

The project received a major boost in February when 

the Board of Rotary International officially recognised 

Food Plant Solutions (FPS) Rotarian Action Group 

which was established to support LearnGrow.   

With funding secured, printing of the first three 

publications for Solomon Islands was completed.  In 

August, the LearnGrow program in Solomon Islands 

was officially launched by the Permanent Secretary 

for the Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock, Mr 

Edward Kingmele. The launch, which received a very 

enthusiastic response, was attended by 120 

representatives from all stakeholder organisations, 

including government ministries, NGOs, community 

groups and others. In recognition of the quality and 

value of the initial publications, funding was secured 

from the Crawford Fund to enable the final two 

publications for this program to be printed. Bruce 

French is to be congratulated for the outstanding 

work he carried out to complete the series. Its success 

is in no small part also due to the exceptional 

contribution made by John McPhee who edited and 

compiled the publications and made them ready for 

printing.  

 

District 9550 continued with the development of a 

program for Timor-Leste and a publication to support 

this program was translated into Indonesian and 

Tetun languages.  

A simple document was prepared to support a 

program in Nigeria, following interest from a group in 

District 9110. Bruce also drafted a document to 

support a program instigated by Tom Henderson 

from ShelterBox to explore an initiative for aids 

orphans in Swaziland.  
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Early in the year, a strategic plan was developed to 

guide the future direction of the project. By the end 

of the year there were more than ten Rotary districts 

involved in investigating or developing LearnGrow 

programs in a range of countries in Asia, Africa and 

America.  

The capacity to support projects was considerably 

increased with a major enhancement to the Food 

Plants International database. The enhancement 

enabled much more efficient data extraction which 

was previously very labour-intensive.  

With growth in interest and demand, it became 

increasingly obvious that the project could not 

achieve its full potential with volunteers alone and a 

decision was made to appoint a Project Coordinator 

on a half-time basis. With pro bono support from the 

O Group to help select a candidate, this resulted in 

the appointment of Malcolm MacDonald & 

Associates as a secretariat.  In making this 

appointment, a decision was made that funding for 

the appointment be sourced from outside Rotary so 

that donations from within Rotary were only directed 

at operational activities and delivery of programs. 

Sponsorship thus became a major priority.  

2011 - 2012 

The formal recognition by the RI Board of the Food 

Plant Solutions Rotarian Action Group (FPS) provided 

considerable impetus to the project with joint 

activities undertaken by LearnGrow and FPS at the 

RI Convention in Bangkok.   

A highlight of the year was an invitation from RI 

President Elect Sakuji Tanaka for LearnGrow and FPS 

to participate in a Project Fair at International 

Assembly in San Diego.  By the end of the year, total 

registrations of interest exceeded 1,750 Rotarians 

from 94 countries.  This included at least one Rotarian 

from each of 323 districts of the 540 districts 

internationally. 

Supporting materials being prepared or already 

developed increased to include 12 countries. A 

particular highlight of the year was the visit of Royce 

Abbey Scholar, Henry Gwao, from Solomon Islands to 

undertake studies under the program, in association 

with the Tasmanian Institute of Agriculture and Bruce 

French.  

Dr Kevin Clayton-Greene joined the team during the 

year and his work on the development of training 

materials for technical support volunteers is 

particularly acknowledged, with valuable support 

also provided by John McPhee. 

Communication with non-Rotary aid providers 

continued and the Tasmanian Institute of Agriculture, 

the Crawford Fund and the Australian Centre for 

International Agricultural Research continued to be 

very supportive. 

Fundraising continued to be a major focus and we 

were pleased to receive funding from a number of 

major sponsors during the year to fully fund the 

secretariat. Rotary donations continued to provide 

sufficient funds for operational purposes, with clubs 

from Districts 9830, 9640 and 9600 being major 

supporters.   

It became obvious that it is very difficult to operate a 

project of the scale and significance of LearnGrow 

largely by volunteers.  

2012 - 2013 

A major change occurred during the year with the 

LearnGrow Project being merged with Food Plant 

Solutions Rotarian Action Group (FPS). The decision 

was based on considerable feedback from 

stakeholders who reported confusion over the 

relationship between LearnGrow and FPS.  

In the early part of the year our main objective was to 

enhance our ability to deliver to organisations or 

groups who were interested in developing programs 

to address hunger, malnutrition and food security in 

developing countries. A major aspect of this was the 

development of documentation to guide new groups 

in exploring opportunities and implementing 

programs as well as to train specialists to provide 

technical support.  For each new country an 

appropriately qualified volunteer Technical Support 

Specialist (TSS) was appointed to work exclusively on 

that country. 

During the year field guides were completed for 7 

countries, with work continuing on field guides for 

another 8 countries.  
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A Strategic Planning workshop was conducted that 

involved most of our major stakeholders and a 

revised strategic plan was created. It confirmed our 

mission to provide guidance, information, materials 

and technical support to existing aid providers who 

have the ability and networks on the ground in target 

countries.  

A team of Rotarians led by Kath Downie from RC 

Ulverstone represented the project at the 

international convention in Lisbon with a booth and a 

presentation by PDG Una Hobday at a breakout. 

We were pleased to be invited by Rotary Services to 

participate in a series of international webinars on 

hunger and malnutrition. Two were conducted in 

English and two were conducted in Spanish and 

Portuguese reaching a total of 200 Rotarians from all 

over the world. 

Lack of sufficient funding necessitated the 

termination of Malcolm MacDonald and Associates as 

Project Coordinator. An alternative role was 

developed with the appointment of Karalyn Hingston 

as Administrative Officer in a casual position based at 

Devonport, with office and supporting services 

contributed by Serve-Ag P/L.  

A highlight for the year was the support from District 

9790 with DG partner Eileen Gatt making us her 

project of focus.  

2013 – 2014 

The project now in its seventh year, continued to 

attract interest throughout the international 

community, with approximately 4000 supporters, 

from 145 countries. 

The early part of the year saw Inner Wheel District 

A77 select Food Plant Solutions to become the 

District International Project for the year.  This 

partnership was most beneficial to Food Plant 

Solutions as it raised awareness of and promoted our 

work, whilst also raising much needed funds.  Our 

sincere thanks to Inner Wheel District A77. 

September saw Bruce French attend the 3rd 

International Conference on Neglected and 

Underutilised Species in Ghana.  With over 200 

presentations, including one from Bruce, a major 

focus was on the collaboration between research 

organisations.   

In mid-October the Food Plant Solutions Chairman – 

Dr John Thorne AM, was invited by the President of 

Rotary International to represent Rotary at the First 

Rotary China Conference in Sichuan.  FPS has a great 

deal to offer some of the established Foundations and 

voluntary agencies and it was noted that our unique 

set of skills and expertise can be readily applied in the 

region.  This was a fantastic opportunity to network 

and promote the project. 

With a strong history in 

the Solomon Islands, 

during the year we 

were approached by 

the Isabel Education 

Authority.  The Isabel 

community relies 

heavily on subsistence 

living with all families 

providing daily food for 

their families from 

their home gardens.  

Children are taught 

from an early age to help in the family garden.  

Utilising FPS materials in schools allowed the children 

to develop a better understanding of the food 

benefits of each crop and also allowed the children to 

identify and distinguish between crops.  As noted by 

the Isabel Education Authority ‘The FPS resource is 

multi-levelled and can be used right through to early 

secondary level’.  FPS provided the authority with 

Kath Downie and Andrew McMahon at Lisbon 

Children utilising a FPS poster 
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copies of books and posters for display and 

community reading throughout the province.   

A ‘Letter of Intent’ (LOI) was signed with the newly 

formed School of Land and Food (SLaF) at the 

University of Tasmania.  Titled ‘Building cooperation 

to reduce poverty and hunger using neglected and 

underutilised food plants’, it is anticipated that the 

LOI will in aid in applications for research funding and 

joint work with both research and undergraduate 

students.   

A continuing MOU (Memorandum of Understanding) 

was signed during the year, between Food Plants 

International, Bruce French, Rotary Club of 

Devonport North, District 9830, Food Plant Solutions 

and LearnGrow Services Inc. 

Rotary International Convention was held in Sydney 

during the year, with thanks to our hard working 

volunteers, particularly Una Hobday, who 

coordinated our activities.  It was again a great 

success.  The booth looked fantastic and we signed up 

new Ambassadors from many parts of the world.    

These people form an integral part of the team 

through their support in promoting the project.  Our 

Breakout Session was very successful, with the room 

overflowing with attendees!     

During the year we were approached by Don Hall who 

founded the Priscilla Hall Memorial Foundation 

(PHMF) in Indonesia.  Focusing on under privileged 

Indonesian children and having seen the medical 

problems that could have been avoided with the 

correct nutrition, PHMF sought our expertise.  This 

resulted in the creation of a field guide ‘Potentially 

Important Food Plants of Indonesia’.   

Our team of volunteer Technical Support Specialists 

continued to grow in the last 12 months.  This group 

of volunteers are integral to FPS and the development 

of field guides and supporting publications.  Our 

sincere thanks to each of them, with particular thanks 

to Dr Kevin Clayton-Greene, John McPhee, Melanie 

Bower and Rick Campbell for their work in leading our 

Technical Group. 

During the year our Founding Director - Buz Green 

had to step down from a leadership role due to a 

health issue.  For over 7 years Buz was the driving 

force behind FPS.  Buz, with the support of the 

committee, Rotary and many volunteers transformed 

FPS from a concept, into a dynamic international 

project.  Buz remains a very valued mentor to the 

project. 

2014 – 2015 

Its eighth year saw the project continue to attract 

interest throughout the international community 

with approximately 5000 supporters, from over 150 

countries.   

This year was a year of both consolidation and 

growth.  The committee agreed on the need to 

identify key areas and focus on those, rather than 

spreading ourselves too thinly, which was particularly 

important given our continued limited resources –

every dollar spent needs to achieve maximum results.  

Following on from this it was agreed that for the first 

time in many years we would not attend International 

Convention in Brazil.   

The past year saw the supporter base grow by 

approximately 25% and the number of countries we 

either have developed or are in the process of 

developing publications for increased by 

approximately 22%. 

 

Part of the team at International Convention 

Women Kenyan farmers 
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Building on the initial work undertaken in 13-14 with 

the Priscilla Hall Memorial Foundation (PHMF) in 

Indonesia, the past year saw some significant 

achievements, which included:   

 The field guide – ‘Potentially Important Food 

Plants of Indonesia’ was audited and reviewed 

in-country. 

 Using the above as its source, a second publication 

– ‘Food Plants for Healthy Diets in Indonesia’ was 

created.  This has limited text and is primarily 

pictures, making it a very useful publication for 

those with limited literacy, schools and 

community groups.  This was the first of what we 

refer to as a ‘Level 2’ publication that we had 

created for many years. 

 Both publications were translated into Bahasa, 

which increases their accessibility to the people of 

Indonesia.   

 All publications can be downloaded in print ready 

format from our website, free of charge. 

 PHMF has an extensive network, which will assist 

in the distribution of the field guide once it is 

printed. 

In August Bruce French attended the 29th 

International Horticultural Congress.  Many speakers 

discussed world hunger and malnutrition and then 

highlighted that using nutritious locally adapted food 

plants was the solution.  With over 3,500 attendees it 

was an opportunity to further promote our work but 

also provided re-assurance that we are in the right 

space and going in the right direction. 

With the support of the committee, Dr John Thorne, 

Bruce French and Ian Geard visited Shanghai for a 

week sharing information about hunger and 

malnutrition in October.  Bruce was able to extend 

and enhance his significant database whilst Ian 

investigated local farming methods including storage 

and delivery. John's role, was to extend and renew 

links with key groups, Rotary clubs and farming units 

that will adopt Food Plant Solutions ideas and work in 

the more challenged areas of China, Northern 

Thailand and Cambodia. 

The team had visits to villages, farms, nurseries, a 

university, a garden on a roof-top, and addressed 

both Rotary and Rotaract clubs.  

During the year a workshop was held to investigate 

the possibility of the development of an app, based 

on the Food Plants International database.  This was 

a positive process and resulted in framework being 

developed for the app.  Additionally the accessibility 

of our website was enhanced, by making it mobile 

friendly.   

Utilising our publication ‘Food Plants for Healthy Diets 

in Timor-Leste’ (available in English, Indonesian and 

Tetun), Reece Tehan from Friends of Luro distributed 

it to the sub-district of Luro, in August 2014.  The 

Rotary Club of Echuca / Moama paid for the colour 

printing of the 75 books, which were distributed to a 

school teacher in Cotomotu, the Luro District Nurse 

at Baracafa Medical Centre, women cooking in 

Asuwiesse, a village in Lakawa district and isolated 

homes in the area.  As Reece Tehan said “This is 

capacity building at its best”. 

Food Plants for Healthy Diets in Indonesian – in Indonesian 
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Seven field guides – “Potentially Important Food 

Plants of xxxx” were created throughout the year.  

Additionally, a brochure that explains the benefits of 

and how to create a school and community garden 

was created.  It was translated into Indonesian, 

Portuguese, Spanish, Mandarin and Korean, with 

positive feedback received. 

As a way of both 

raising much needed 

funds and creating 

awareness about the 

project, FPS created 

the 2015 Tasmanian 

Wilderness 

Experience Calendar.  

Produced by our 

former Executive 

Director – Buz Green, using photos from his 

collection, this proved to be very popular and a great 

success. 

A particular thank you to Dr John Thorne who 

resigned as Chairman of Food Plant Solutions 

Rotarian Action Group at the end of the year.  John 

has been very supportive of the Food Plant Solutions 

project since its inception and was instrumental in 

FPS being recognised by the Board of Rotary 

International as a Rotarian Action Group in 2011.   

2015 – 2016 

The ninth year saw a new Chair at the helm - PDG Una 

Hobday.  With a strategic focus, the committee 

developed Key Performance Indicators (KPI’s) as a 

way of measuring our progress and aims.   

An on-going challenge had been our inability to 

quantify outcomes.   In August Letters of Intent were 

developed that were drafted individually for each 

program partner.    Since their introduction there has 

been 14 Letters of Intent signed, and this has created 

true partnerships, with agreed responsibilities.   

In 2012 we undertook a pilot program with a partner 

in Vietnam, focussing on school gardens, which was 

well received and expanded to include two provinces.  

The outcomes to date have been extremely positive: 

 The students at the schools enjoy the benefits of 

the plants they have grown as they are provided 

with a nutritious lunch each day.  

 Families, seeing the benefits of the school 

gardens, are now duplicating them at home. 

 The schools are saving money each month from 

not having to buy food, which means this money 

can be redirected to other necessities. 

 There has been a significant increase in 

enrolments as parents feel more confident in the 

school’s ability to provide nutritionally for their 

children, which in turns frees up the parents to 

increase their household income as they have 

more time to work. 

 Malnutrition was significantly reduced – one 

school saw a reduction of 80%, another 95% - IN 

ONE YEAR, even with a significant increase in 

enrolments. 

This program demonstrates the benefits of our 

approach and has raised significant interest from 

other major aid organisations and leaders in our field. 

Following on from the 

outcomes in Vietnam, FPS 

received a Letter of Support 

from the Director General 

(Ann Tutwiler), of Bioversity 

International, the 

preeminent leader in our field.  Based in Italy, they 

are the world’s largest international research 

organization dedicated to conservation and use of 

agricultural biodiversity.  For them to acknowledge 

our work and support us is a huge coup.  It reaffirms 

the significance and value of our work. 

Children preparing to attend to the school garden 



Food Plant Solutions: Our History 
 

 Page 8 

Our program partner in Indonesia – Priscilla Hall 

Memorial Foundation - successfully applied for a 

Rotary Matching District Grant.  With this money, 

1000 copies of the Bahasa version of “Potentially 

Important Food Plants of 

Indonesia” were printed.  

At the time of writing this 

report, over 800 of these 

guides had been 

distributed, with recipients 

including:  Austrade, 

Salvation Army, YUM, 

British Women's 

Association Jakarta, ANZA 

and Rotary Club at Bali 

Taman. 

In January, Bruce French received an Officer of the 

Order of Australia and Buz Green a Member of the 

Order of Australia.  Bruce’s was received for 

distinguished service to agricultural science through 

the provision of edible plant information for 

improved food security, nutrition, and improved 

health outcomes for people in developing countries.  

Buz’s was for agriculture, horticultural sustainability 

and research, and to the community.  Following 

directly from their work, LearnGrow, and then Food 

Plant Solutions, was born. Both awards, whilst 

completely separate were very well deserved. 

With funding remaining a constant issue, for the 

second year in a row the committee created a 

calendar to sell, with the aim of raising both 

awareness and funds.  This proved to again be a 

successful undertaking. 

PDG Una Hobday attended Rotary International 

Convention in May / June, leading our activities.  

Una’s engaging approach resulted in many contacts 

and enquiries. 

2016 – 2017  

The tenth year saw partnerships with external 

providers cemented, something that we’d be aiming 

for since our inception. 

Funding remained a challenge and with that in mind, 

a small committee, headed by our Fundraising 

Director – John Phillips and assisted by Esley Dunham, 

organised an Art Exhibition, Dinner and Auction.  

Then later in the year, Esley Dunham organised the 

Three Tenors Dinner that was very well attended.  

Both were very successful and these type of events 

are critical to the continuation of LGSI and FPS.  

Sincere thanks to John Phillips and Esley Dunham. 

LAUNCH Food was a 

global innovation 

program for innovators, 

entrepreneurs, or 

intrapreneurs with big 

ideas for improving health outcomes by enabling 

people to make healthy food choices.  With this in 

mind, FPS lodged an application.  The LAUNCH team 

received 280 applications, from 74 countries and 

whilst we were not successful, we were included in 

their Innovators Handbook, listed second, as a highly 

commended innovation. 

In August, Technical Director 

– John McPhee, attended the 

Crawford Fund Annual 

Conference - Titled ‘Waste 

Not, Want Not: The Circular 

Economy to Food Security’.  John was able to attend 

the conference through the support of the Crawford 

Fund.  In addition to this, the Crawford Fund provided 

funding of $5000 to support the Ugandan field guide.  

The guide was updated to include the Crawford Fund 

logo and a page inserted that explained why the 

Crawford Fund had chosen to support FPS.  20 guides 

were printed and sent to our program partner in 

Uganda.  Our sincere thanks to the Crawford Fund for 

their continued support. 

Following a Letter of Support from Ann Tutwiler, the 

Director General of Bioversity International.  FPS and 

Vietnamese program partner – AOG World Relief 

Vietnam, were invited to participate as a case study 

in Bioversity International’s project - Biodiversity for 

Food and Nutrition (B4FN).  The case study can be 

found at http://www.b4fn.org/case-studies/case-

studies/food-plant-solutions-school-gardens-in-

vietnam/.  

Don Hall from Priscilla Hall Memorial Foundation, presenting 

the printed field guides. 

http://www.b4fn.org/
http://www.b4fn.org/case-studies/case-studies/food-plant-solutions-school-gardens-in-vietnam/
http://www.b4fn.org/case-studies/case-studies/food-plant-solutions-school-gardens-in-vietnam/
http://www.b4fn.org/case-studies/case-studies/food-plant-solutions-school-gardens-in-vietnam/


Food Plant Solutions: Our History 
 

 Page 9 

This provided both a tangible result, and important 

recognition by a world leading organisation, of FPS’s 

significant role to play in achieving food security and 

ending hunger and malnutrition. 

Sponsorship was secured with Boart Longyear, the 

world’s leading provider of drilling services, drilling 

equipment and performance tooling for mining and 

drilling companies globally.  

Boart Longyear partnered with Food Plant Solutions 

as it provided a great opportunity for Boart Longyear 

to demonstrate its commitment to duty of care and 

to give something back to the communities it works 

in.  The partnership will help to address malnutrition 

in Asia, specifically Cambodia, one of their operating 

countries.  Boart Longyear, utilising Food Plant 

Solutions publications provided education resources 

to mothers with the aim of creating awareness and 

enabling a better understanding of the nutritional 

value of their local food plants.    

For many years Food Plant Solutions has attempted 

to work with World Vision and thanks to the efforts 

of World Vision Food Security Advisor Dr. Brian 

Hilton, this has been achieved.  FPS has created two 

educational publications; ‘Potentially Important Food 

Plants of Timor-Leste’ in English and ‘Food Plants for 

Healthy Diets in Timor-Leste’ in Tetun.  World Vision 

recognised that these publications will give young 

mother’s more information about which plants are 

high in nutrients, 

particularly those that 

are high in Iron and 

Vitamin A, (both 

deficient in East Timor).  

It is hoped that this is the 

start of a continuing 

partnership between 

World Vision and Food 

Plant Solutions.  

 

 

The Tasmanian State Government has a goal to make 

Tasmania the healthiest population in Australia by 

2025.   It is recognised as an ambitious target, 

particularly as Tasmanians 

have some of the worst health 

outcomes in the country.  FPS, 

recognising these significant 

health challenges in its own 

home state, created a 

resource that helps to 

facilitate change.  The 

publication was officially 

launched on the 1st of March 

by Central Coast Mayor – Jan Bonde, with the 200 free 

publications being distributed within a week. 
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Children attending a Boart Longyear program. 

Children in Vietnam tending to the school gardens. 

A Timorese woman with locally grown produce. 


